
    Always in pursuit of the perfect sound, 
we’ve launched our latest instrument, 
the  marimba one Izzy™.  This 
marimba bings together everything we 
have learned about building marimbas 
in terms of frame engineering, acoustic 
research into bars and resonators, and 
voicing strategies.

    Highly Engineered Frame

   The complete re-design of the end 
frames and rails on the marimba one 
Izzy™ includes refinements never 
before been seen on marimbas. 

Lynn Vartan playing on marimba one Izzy™ at the opening 
night concert for SCIMC 2014 in California, USA. 

keyboard height. 
   We only use US-grade certified hardware on our 
marimbas which are 100% made in Arcata California, 
USA by our team of craftsmen.

Acoustic innovations
   This is the synthesis of 30 years of voicing experience 
in our marimbas, introduced altogether in the marimba 
one Izzy™: resonator harmonic filters for a smoother, 
more balanced sound, updated resonator tuning to 
maximize sound potential, and voicing options on 
both our resonators and keyboards--hand tuned in 
California from Rosewood cut at our new mill in 
Central America.

   From our combination aluminum and wood rails 
with laser engraving to the incredibly durable frame 
hardware—The  marimba one Izzy™ is in a class all 
its own.

    Portable and easy to adjust

   Our ultra-smooth pneumatic height adjustment system, 
featuring an increased height range and 100% positive 
locking system, is functional, durable and easy to use.
      Built-in tape measures insure your preferred 
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   Kendall’s first gig was at Taylor 
Guitars, right out of high school.   
From there on, it’s been a steady 
path of woodshops, leading, 
happily for us, to marimba 
one®. 
   He was working at a custom 
woodshop in Portland, Oregon 
when marimba one®  shop 
manager Rick asked him to 
return (Kendall had been with 
marimba one®  for two years 
before moving away). 
   In the photo at right, he is busy 
sanding the end grain of an Izzy 
treble head board.  
   In crafting marimbas, marimba 

The Finishing Touch
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one® only uses a clear finish 
and does not stain any of 
the frame wood or the bars, 
allowing for the natural beauty 
of the wood to come through. 
    “It’s one of the best shops 
I’ve worked in. The guys are 
nice,” he says. “And the tools 
actually work!”  
   If getting everything out on 
time is a challenge, Kendall 
finds that relatively easy to 
manage compared to looking 
after his three dogs, Chewy, 
Nugget and Nahla, who are 
frequent visitors at marimba 
one®. 

Harmonic Filters
   Musicians want an instrument 
that inspires and supports them. For 
30 years, Ron Samuels has focused 
on making the best, most musical 
marimba—overcoming obstacles 

one by one in pursuit of the perfect 
sound. 
   If so many percussionists are 
hooked on marimba one®, 
it’s because when you play a 
marimba one®, the sound 

you want comes naturally. And 
that’s because our craftsmen and 
engineers are continually refining 
the art of marimba making.     
   Our latest innovation featured 

in the marimba one 
Izzy™ and integrated 
in all our marimbas, is 
harmonic filters. 
   These breakthrough 
devices pioneered 
by marimba one® 
make the marimba 
sound more even and 
balanced across the 
entire range of the 
keyboard. 

    “Through intensive acoustic 
research, sound spectrum analysis, 
and careful listening” says 
marimba one® founder Ron 
Samuels, “we noticed some bass 
notes that were brighter than we 

wanted them to be.”
   The harmonic filter is the 
solution. Our harmonic filters 
are designed to attenuate upper 
harmonics that, when too loud, 
would detract from the strength of 
the fundamental.
   Think of noise-cancelling 
headphones: we pinpoint specific 
harmonics in the resonators that we 
feel detract from the warmth and 
innate character of the marimba.  
We then build into the resonator a 
harmonic filter that cancels out the 
offending harmonic and therefore 
reinforces the marimba one® 
sound we are looking to create. 
      Through this precise acoustic 
engineering, the marimba becomes 
more musical.  We believe our 
marimbas should always support 
you and your vision of music. 

Photo: Ivana Bilic with Zagreb 
Saxophone Quartet
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Above right: Ivana Bilic in rehearsal playing A. Dorman 
Spices, perfumes and toxins; Above: Conrado Moya 
with marimba one® KMB mallets at Marimba Festiva 
in Bramberg, Germany. Below: Colin Currie playing in 
Nagoya, Japan on Maki Takafuji’s marimba.   

“Wonderful instrument. I had a student play 
Druckman’s Reflections on...  two days after we got 
it and it was a different piece.”   
                                             -- Jeremy Craycraft
                                      College of St. Scholastica

   Frame: 4000-series
   Keyboard voicing: Traditional
   Resonator voicing: Classic 
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Around the world with marimba one®

Beverley Johnston, Rachel Zhang and Laurent 
Warnier, China, May 2014
   “The marimbas sounded amazing and were 
adapting seamlessly to the big acoustics of these 
halls of more than 1500 seats, like we were playing 
in our small study for ourselves. Every small detail 
was clear and the beautiful dark resonance made a 
strong impression.”                        --Laurent Warnier   


